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centre of the Baltic trade, in opposition to the Hansa League. He was also very strict against piracy, and put an end to the old " wrecking rights." When the Bishop of Jutland made complaint of this, arguing that the Bible said nothing against wrecking, the King replied : " Let the Lord Prelate go back and study the eighth commandment." He evidently had other advanced ideas, for he abolished the penalty of death for witches; he also took an interest in Reform, and asked his uncle Frederick, the Elector of Saxony, to send a theologian of the school of Luther, to preach the new doctrine. Unfortunately when the preacher, Martin Eeinhard, arrived, he knew no Danish.
After this, Christian was in bad repute at Rome, and when his enemies combined against him with success, he lost heart, and set sail for Flanders with his wife and children. Isabelle bore her troubles with heroic patience, but she died of a broken heart at Ghent in January 1526, at the age of twenty-five, leaving the care of her three children to her aunt Marguerite, whom she always looked upon as a mother. One of her daughters was the charming Christina, painted by Holbein.
The next sister, Marie, was betrothed to Louis of Hungary in 1514, but her actual marriage did not take place until seven years later, when Louis had been King of Hungary for several years, succeeding on the death of his father, Wladislav VII. After five years of happy married life, the young King had the desperate task of defending his kingdom from the overwhelming force of the invading Turks. two grandsons, the history of Charles V»diplomacy,
